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'Naval Veteran Funeral Order of Service’
For: ……………………………
Date and Time: ………………………
The Naval Veteran Funeral Order of Service

We begin with our – ‘Farewell Salute’.
‘We are gathered here to say farewell and to salute
…………..…………………………who has been taken from
us and can serve no more, nor give of herself as before.

Her duty is done and her 'watch' is now at an end.

It is time to 'turn-in' and to be at rest.

When we lose someone from within our ranks, 
we remember; 

that through them, we are and through us,

they are’.

             'Our Tribute continues with these words from the Constitution of the Naval Association of Australia':
'We know that the time comes to each of us when the Supreme Commander calls us from our earthly service, but however we may be prepared for this, we feel sorrow when there is another gap in our ranks.

……………………………….. was one of that long line of those who have served their Sovereign and their Country in Naval Service, and have made their personal contribution to the great traditions of our Navy.

There is no fear now as she embarks on the unknown sea, for she is in the care of the Great pilot, and we who remain wish her a safe voyage and a firm anchorage in that final harbour where storms and tempest are no more'.

(Would you please stand if you are able to:)
The Last Post will be sounded followed by a period of silence and then the Reveille.  
`Last Post’

Silent period
`Reveille’. 
(Please remain standing for the Odes:)

'On such occasions we pay our respects to those who have served and returned by saying the Ode to The Naval Veteran, followed by The Ode of Remembrance’:

'Ode to The Naval Veteran'
In Naval service their duty lay
At sea and ashore in peace and in war

Wounds seen and unseen, deeds known and unknown
Now at rest we pray, the memories with us stay

‘Ode of Remembrance’
They shall grow not old, as we that are left grow old

Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn

At the going down of the sun and in the morning

we will remember them

Response: we will remember them

Lest we forget

Response: Lest we forget

(Please be seated)
Please join me in saying ‘The Naval Prayer’:
`O Eternal Lord God, who alone spreads out the heavens, and rules the raging of the sea, who has compassed the waters with bounds until day and night come to an end; 

Be pleased to receive into your Almighty and most gracious protection us your servants, and the Fleet in which we serve or have served;
Preserve us from the dangers of the sea, and from the violence of the enemy; that we may be a safeguard to our gracious Sovereign, King Charles, and a security for those who pass on the seas upon their lawful occasions; 

That the inhabitants of our land may in peace and quietness serve our God; and, 

That we may return in safety and enjoy the blessings of the land, with the fruits of our labours; and with thankful remembrance of your mercies to praise and glorify your Holy Name’.

‘Amen’
Our Prayer for Friends and Family
'We want you to know that at times of loneliness and

despair you are in our thoughts and prayers.
Rest and repair for we will keep the Middle Watch, the

Morning Watch and on into the Forenoon.

How we wish there was more we could do,
for our Shipmate will be so dearly missed'.

‘Yours Aye’
'Thank you for allowing us to participate in this Service'.
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Once Navy, Always Navy

