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8th August, 2023.

"Des Liev)(awa-\c Cvanler Manstan

Thank you for your letter of 24th September in which you
kindly propose that The King becomes Patron of the Naval
Association of Australia. Please do accept my apologies for the delay
in responding to you. As I am sure you will understand, due to the
high volume of correspondence since September it has not been
possible to reply until now.

As you may be aware, The Royal Household has been
conducting a detailed review of Royal Patronage following
The King's Accession. The review will cover the organisations of
which Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II was Patron and those
organizations to which The King and Queen were connected through
Patronage or Presidency as The Prince of Wales and
Duchess of Comwall.

While | am unable to comment at this time as to whether
His Majesty will be able to take on patronage of the Naval Association
of Australia, please be assured that I have made a careful note of your
organization’s request and my team will be in touch with you in due
course. Thank you for your continued patience as we work through
our assessment. Their Majesties are grateful for your patience and

understanding.
Yows

Y

Dr. John Sorabji
Deputy Private Secretary to The King

Licutenant Commander David Manolas (Retd.).
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SOhAnniversary Commemor ation of t}

Austr@allinmavol vement in the Vietnam W:
National Vietnam Memori al Canb
Vet eran Reading: provided by Mr D
Naval Association of Australd.i
As part of this commemorative service, | have been ask
HMASydneéyring the Vietnam War.
Th8ydneas a post WWII era aircraft carrier, refitted a:
t we#ditiwe voyages to the southbhsofAVs et alainaent nWesearp pVeeowt ¢ 1e0f6
and Novemblehesl®® 7V2Zayages earnedhlkeeNunbeTauSkemenp| ohg
with Australian MelrecphaarmiBto Nmavrydawaaspbsted the majority
personnel and equipment contribut®d32oSmhkl VEBt pamStvaa
pl ayed their part in transporting st orceosuyntnruyniitn oVise tam
| was one of the mostly 16 years old traineeApaiillors,
1967,7 wRARbar Bgdnkeyparted her namesake city for her fi
DestrWaymepraseescort anduWesséxeaheii copters embarked fo
I can recall, that apart fr-ommmhasti bnelBedffbcbessemsesh
were also very young. As it was for practically al/l Wi
volunteers but also amoemggbktd tbescrirphks @erehe@0journey
was kept busy with pHygiiangl ptrrazitnicreg, ameaapd@®ecr ewai ni n
performed their ongoing shipboard duties along with sa
operations and main armament weapon drills Overall, t
was generally subdued
With the crew at a heightened degree of readiness the
night as we neared Vietnam. As we mad®proiulr, ftimearde apaps o
the & himpew to get on with: damage control and defence
depl oyed to conduct patrols ahead of the ship; | adder s
readi ness t oeswiomndeurc tp aatnrtoil s whi |l st we were at &G&@Qnchor;
armamen®&; déhieps readied to conddeck hséht sieas chemed aandd
There was always so much goingl oadededntcdhspmrmapmes st0S es
helicopters airlifting heavy stores containers and veh
Chinook, and US raonqdu @A ussctorpaleirssn Our mi ssion was to see
safely disembarked and at another ti me, safely embarke
could be done in a timely manner it assSiyshnerg her me ndg o
The passage home was altogether different. WHhiolset most
brought home by air would find themselves back in Aust
before. Tlsysdahedysh @ hmumber of days at sea in the compan
natural debriefing through camaraderi e We woul d subse
Vet erans were formally debriefed after their tour of d
As we neared home, the diggers would be seen cleaning
their di sembarkation As | weaved my way through a gro
to clean their gear, one digger was carefully cleaning
one of the old newspapers spread out before hi m! Later
war protest back in Australia andSydnwaad nuon d eornsgtearn daasb It
she once was; it was fortunate the bayonet had not hit
steel deck!
I n the Vietnam War the Navy served in Ilong deployments
Vietnam. We also served in the |l ogistic support role.
soon after, and as with so very many veterans, it woul
a time for veterans to |l ook back on their service and
Aust®daliomagest twentieth century conflict
As has beéeentsnaaimd, it changed the |ives of al

LEST WE FORGET


https://www.wikiwand.com/en/1st_Australian_Task_Force
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/HMAS_Jeparit
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/HMAS_Boonaroo
https://www.wikiwand.com/en/7th_Battalion,_Royal_Australian_Regiment
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Mr David Manolas

and

Mr James Henry

On behalf of all
Royal Australian Navy veterans
of the Vigtnam War
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VALE
Roy (Tim) Holt
22 May 1925 62 August 2023

Last Master at Arms in the RAN
30 July 1973
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grove AK CVO MC (Retd) refllecq's" o%° MM expere|enc s was
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About Charting the Course to Ausjtr al

(Continued from page T 2003 to the present. Ful I cy
Collins Class submarines
1T 1967 to 1990
. . We Can!
§ Maintenance of Six Oberon Class subma-
rines Australia has an i mpeccabl e s
established over more than a
§ 11 major overhauls of thee®ObenmemdE6ldadsy $ulghly profe
marines, each compr-isiofjyé¢eP80s0ppomaed by crews of
hours and of two yearsridponemasibn.any navy; its Force
. class ipndustr and scientific
Completion of six AustifalTd PRELE Dok Aldeeraad sub-
submarine weapons Gupdaf,g i nbyYs ah! hard and wil |l
Oberon update program H& 8 [Aceed gﬁ i on training
also established a very, VEEst§RANOKAEY effort. |
capabll|ty||_nmi_u/smsrtyr-avlhlemg§1,q/|ég§1t r Engineers Australi
end capab|!|t|es were §H{Ff _Sgu} eﬂp ABCT i4l tCoirsner s
duced despite overs®as ou IPg 8H‘8an o how we
The major components ng’e as OP WS :
_ Commodore Bob Trotter OAI
B New, ceedgeé ngonar s,
July 2023
B Mk 48 Heavyweight torpedo,
B Har p@saurb ma-t aoachedipnt i . .
mi ssile system, a- worldT?X'r%t;.?d%c?s’difte@%'lrtgo.rtunes
electric submarines, re : en rom err nea
No eager public backs or
R New digital combat systemMo journal prints the yar:
The Censor would not | et

Aust r-dhé siagined and manufacv&wéredthey return from run
slimline, reelable towedymRhidanyd PABSYy VRor k, unseen
sonar; a world first. That is the custom of " Th.

90 to 2003 Design devel opment and con-

ruction, setting to work, ,and t_ri al i X ol -
ns Class submarines. Last ﬁlréwresélsdb@/doé{ugyarg Kipl
"Sior, the recruiters from the Submarines Enterprise are F

With permission from and apol ogi e
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https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/providers/health-programs-and-services-our-clients/medicines/veterans-mates#veterans-mates-privacy-information
https://www.dva.gov.au/get-support/providers/health-programs-and-services-our-clients/medicines/veterans-mates#veterans-mates-privacy-information
https://www.veteransmates.net.au/
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HMAanbeMamor i al Service
When war broke out with JapaAugpwE€®n Dea®Ren-at ed with the
ber 1941CarHbVen&rsa bert hed imavSyld-force supporting the Am
ney Harbour with more thaat 1Gbad®&0camdlesamd Tul agi, op
wartime operational steameémdedowihtelm lkerdlidss in the Ba

Foll owing the outbreak ofOQh% ’ﬁ’té%li'sfticl%\/%%'she

continued her role of escOCanbeawansd se¢mr,uckormbwoyiwog t or pedoa

troops to New Guinea in Jatnarbgarn®42i daemdand-i ovker 20 sa
convoys to the Malayan/ Jawvhel lhfeiat € e. WiOnh 7power | ost an
February 1942 she docked time Swamregdged oanéxsemvi vors wer
sive refit work that was U®SFactomprcdnBiIant il mi d
May, when she escorted a go rVOXdr%iot“%Ih RR Turcan-USN or
el bourne. Back in Sydneyé ealaabyan onaendChaonrd sunk if st
not far from Ghieceagwtiber g"t am 0630
night of the Japanese midge su%¥nar|ne'attack
on 31 May/1 June 1942. The®8dniversary of her loss w
Captain Frank E Getting RgAf bﬁyﬁ&télrﬁ%éié&%-g) Se&;d:];nor?ftﬁgeg
ofCanbernralJune 1942. Durin\%uts ea%""m%em%}Wr al built in
Canberoroak part in offensi tqqesva eTpSChiarb er}eo OTi"he Naval
al Sea as part of Task Fordd Ado WEahodrngd vlddiure’ o
US ShGhpiscagBalt Lake CltyGrlffln
| The service was attended by r
| government, Navy vetera
SN and RNZN,Camnxb efreri@p er s
& lompmampi es and relati v
ere | ost with HMAS Canbe
Edited Seapower Histo
Mr Des Jones, sole remainin
i) lays a wreath remembering
berra Memorial in Canberra

Phot o: Kat hy Mas
HMAS Canberra passing Circu
Phot o: Seapower
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