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Disclaimer: The material contained in this publication is in the nature of entertainment for the members. Contributions are 

acknowledged, with thanks, from service organisations. The editor expressly Disclaims all and any liability to any person, whether an 

association member or not. Views expressed may not necessary be those held by the Executive or the members. 
                                                                                                                                         

                                                                                                                               

     Editor: Tony Holliday                                             tonyholliday13@gmail.com                                           0403026916  

Series No.4                                                       Date: Issue January 2021                                                                                       No1 . 

 

Greenbank Naval Association Sub Section 

Events for January / February 2021 

January 2021           Nil                       

February 2021         Sunday 07 Feb.  1030-1130 AGM + Normal Meeting RSL Rooms 

 

 

Editors Request: 

Articles for the newsletter can be handed in at meetings, or by email: articles may be edited to fit the newsletter. 

The contents of this edition of the newsletter have been obtained from information provided from Len Kingston-Kerr whom I 

thank greatly, various publication publications and NAA information emailed in. 
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Enjoying our Dine in night 2020 

        

    

     

        

 

 

A good night was had by all 
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COMMEMORATIONS – Jack’s Memorial South Bank 

HMAS VOYAGER   

 

CPO Buck Rogers 

 

Chief Petty Officer Jonathan Rogers, who was awarded the George Cross posthumously for his 

bravery during the Melbourne/Voyager collision. 

Midshipman K F Marien 

 

Midshipman Kerry Francis Marien, who was awarded the Albert Medal posthumously for his bravery 

in rescuing his shipmates. 

 

We will remember them 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY – PERSONALITIES 

CDRE Sam Bateman: 

Walter Samuel Grono (Sam) Bateman was born in 

Cottesloe, Western Australia, on 4 May 1938. His father, 

Walter Martin Bateman, was a shipping agent for 

Macdonald, Hamilton & Co. in Perth, now part of the 

Inchcape group of companies. His maternal great-great-

great grandfather, John Grono, came to Australia from 

Wales in 1799 as a boatswain’s mate aboard HMS 

Buffalo and became a prominent ship builder, sealer and 

whaler in New South Wales. 

 

Bateman regularly visited merchant ships in Fremantle with his father and one of his earliest 

naval memories was of visiting the King George V class battleship, HMS Anson, when she 

was opened to visitors in late 1945 or early 1946. Walter Sr’s work later took him to 

Adelaide, where Sam befriended two other future naval officers, Chris Hall and Ivan Shearer, 

and then to Brisbane where Sam completed his schooling.  

He entered the Royal Australian Naval College at Flinders Naval Depot in January 1954 as a 

fifteen-year-old cadet. Following graduation, he joined the cadet training ship HMAS Swan 

in 1956 before travelling to the UK that September for training at the Britannia Royal Naval 

College in Dartmouth where he was promoted acting sub-lieutenant. He graduated in 

December 1957 returning to Australia in January 1958. He gained his Bridge Watchkeeping 

Certificate in the aircraft carrier, HMAS Melbourne (II), and participated in SEATO 

exercises in the South China Sea.  

From the largest ship in the fleet he proceeded to one of the smallest, serving as Executive 

Officer aboard the tug HMAS Emu. He was promoted lieutenant in December 1959 and 

joined the armament stores carrier HMAS Woomera as XO in January 1960. On 11 October 

1960 an explosion on board started a fierce fire in Woomera’s hold and the ship sank some 90 

minutes later, claiming the lives of two crew members. Lieutenant Bateman, along with the 

ship’s commanding officer, Lieutenant Commander Doug Marshall, faced a court martial 

after the fire but were cleared of any blame and found to have no case to answer. 

Lieutenant Bateman served ashore in HMAS Penguin and again at sea in HMAS Parramatta 

(III) before assuming his first command, the general purpose vessel HMAS Bass, in January 

1963. It was also during this time that he married his wife Lois in 1962. 

He was appointed Officer-in-Charge of the Marine Section at HMAS Creswell in January 

1965 and, in November 1967, was the commissioning commanding officer of the Attack class 

patrol boat HMAS Aitape which formed part of the Papua New Guinea Patrol Boat Group. 

He was promoted lieutenant-commander the following month. With Lieutenant Commander 

Bateman in command, Aitape, along with HMAS Ladava, set an RAN navigation record 

when they ventured some 230 miles inland up the Sepik River in February 

1969: https://www.navy.gov.au/history/videos/navigating-sepik 

https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-emu
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-woomera
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-iii
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-bass
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-aitape
https://www.navy.gov.au/history/videos/navigating-sepik
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Lieutenant Commander Bateman gained an economics degree in 1970 before being posted 

once again to HMAS Parramatta (III) as XO in which he deployed to South East Asia 

escorting HMAS Sydney (III) to Vung Tau during the Vietnam War. He returned to PNG in 

December 1971 as the Naval Officer-in-Charge, Port Moresby, and, later, Director of 

Maritime Operations leading up to PNG independence. He was promoted commander in 

December 1972. 

Commander Bateman returned to Australia in January 1975 as the seaman officer’s career 

manager in the Directorate of Naval Officers Postings in Canberra. He later assumed 

command of HMAS Yarra (III) in December 1977 in which he was heavily involved in 

Mulloka sonar trials. In 1979 he was posted as the Staff Officer, Force Structure Planning in 

the Directorate of Naval Plans. He was promoted captain in June 1980 and soon-after 

appointed the Director of Naval Force Development. 

Captain Bateman then conducted a study of the economic significance of seaborne trade to 

Australia in the Department of Economics at Duntroon before being posted to the Strategic 

and International Policy Division where he was involved in the finalisation of the United 

Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS). The experience stirred Captain 

Bateman’s interest in maritime law. In his spare time he began working with the Australian 

Centre for Maritime Studies and was involved in a study on marine science technology, 

initiated by the then Minister for Science and Technology, Barry Jones, which led to the 

production of the Oceans of Wealth report. 

He returned to sea in December 1984 as the Commanding Officer of HMAS Hobart (II) 

which included a deployment to the west coasts of Canada and the United States. He returned 

to Canberra in May 1986 where he formed part of a team which conducted a review of ADF 

administration for the Vice Chief of the Defence Force. 

He was promoted Commodore in June 1986 and went on to hold the posts of Director 

General Military Staff, Director General Force Development and Director General Maritime 

Studies Program, which led to the establishment of the Sea Power Centre - Australia. 

Commodore Bateman retired from the RAN in December 1993 after 40 years in the Navy. 

From 1994 to 1999 he held the position of Director of the Centre for Maritime Policy (now 

the Australian National Centre for Ocean Resources and Security - ANCORS) at the 

University of Wollongong, and was also a member of the Ministerial Advisory Group on 

Oceans Policy and the National Oceans Advisory Group in the late 1990s. He remained 

active in the maritime policy sphere after gaining his PhD from the University of NSW in 

2000 and took on a short-term position teaching at the Institute of Defence and Strategic 

Studies at the Nanyang Technological University in Singapore in 2004. Most recently he had 

returned to the University of Wollongong as a Professorial Research Fellow at ANCORS. 

Commodore Sam Bateman passed away on 18 October 2020 aged 82. 

 

* * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * * *   

 

https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-iii
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-sydney-iii
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-yarra-iii
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-hobart-ii
https://www.navy.gov.au/spc-a
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY – ADMIRALS 

VADM.  Sir Roy Russell Dowling. (Chief of Navy 1955-1959) 

 

 Roy Russell Dowling was born on 28 May 1901 at Condong, 

on the Tweed River, NSW. He was the sixth child of Russell 

Dowling, sugar-cane inspector, and his wife Lily Jane (née 

Ingram). In 1915 Dowling entered the Royal Australian Naval 

College at Jervis Bay. Although his academic performance was 

undistinguished, he was a natural sportsman; he was made Chief 

Cadet Captain and graduated as King's Gold medallist in 1918. 

Sent to Britain in 1919 for training with the Royal Navy, 

Midshipman Dowling was present at the scuttling of the German 

High Seas Fleet on 21 June in Scapa Flow, Orkney Islands. Next 

year he participated in operations in the Bosporus and the Sea of 

Marmara against Turkish nationalists. Having completed 

courses at Greenwich and Portsmouth, he returned to Australia 

in 1922, joined the cruiser, HMAS Adelaide, and was promoted 

Lieutenant in March 1923. The ship accompanied the RN's Special Service Squadron from 

Australia to England in 1924. 

With a growing reputation as a competent young officer, Dowling left Adelaide in October 

1924 and completed the specialist gunnery course at Portsmouth. He came home in 

December 1926 and served in the destroyer depot ship, Platypus, and the destroyer, Anzac, as 

flotilla gunnery officer. In July 1928 he was posted to the gunnery school at Flinders Naval 

Depot (HMAS Cerberus), Westernport, Victoria, where he had a busy teaching schedule. On 

8 May 1930 in the chapel of Melbourne Church of England Grammar School he married 

Jessie Spencer; they were to have five children, including two sets of twins. 

In December Lieutenant Commander Dowling embarked with his wife for England. From 

May 1931 he was gunnery officer of the light cruiser, Colombo, on the Mediterranean 

Station; the vessel spent six months as flagship of the Third Cruiser Squadron. Back home, in 

1933-35 Dowling was squadron gunnery officer in the cruiser Canberra. Rear Admiral (Sir) 

Wilbraham Ford considered him an 'officer of outstanding ability'. On 10 July 1935 Dowling 

took charge of the gunnery school, but his prospects were tempered by the continuing effects 

of the Depression. Despite further good service and more golden opinions from his seniors, 

he had to wait until 31 December 1936 for promotion to Commander. 

Next month Dowling assumed command of the new sloop, HMAS Swan (II), which 

performed squadron work and conducted independent cruises. Baron (Earl) Gowrie and Lady 

Gowrie travelled with him in 1937 during part of their tour of Papua and the mandated 

Territory of New Guinea. Although Dowling probably enjoyed his time in Swan, he had some 

difficult moments and clashed on at least one occasion with Rear Admiral (Sir) Richard 

Lane-Poole, the Commander of the Australian Squadron. Lane-Poole recommended that 

Dowling gain experience as Executive Officer of a major vessel. By October 1939 he was 

standing by the anti-aircraft cruiser, Naiad, under construction in Britain. 

Completed in mid-1940, Naiad served in the British Home Fleet. A pressing need for anti-

aircraft units in the Mediterranean led to her transfer there in May 1941. 

During operations off Crete that month, the cruiser was bombed and badly damaged. 

Dowling played a leading part in work which enabled her to reach harbour. Following five 

weeks of repairs, Naiad escorted convoys to Malta and protected the fleet from air attacks.  

 

http://www.navy.gov.au/history/tradition/king-and-queens-gold-medals
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In November she hoisted the flag of Rear Admiral (Admiral of the Fleet Sir) Philip Vian and 

next month took part in the first battle of Sirte in which British cruisers and destroyers drove 

off a more powerful Italian force. On 11 March 1942 Naiad was torpedoed by U-565 about 

50 nautical miles (93km) off the coast of Egypt. She sank in little over twenty minutes with 

the loss of eighty-two men. 

A survivor of the sinking, in July 1942 Dowling became director of plans at Navy Office, 

Melbourne. The RAN's heavy losses continued until August and he was involved in efforts to 

restore the service's strength. In September 1943 he was made Acting (substantive June 1944) 

Captain and Deputy Chief of Naval Staff. As such, he played a key role in initial planning for 

the post war navy: a carrier force was envisaged as part of the measures to give the RAN 

greater ability to operate independently in the Pacific and Indian oceans. 

In November 1944 Dowling took command of the cruiser, HMAS Hobart (I), as she emerged 

from a prolonged refit. Strikes and an erratic supply system hampered his efforts to make the 

ship fully operational, but he eventually ensured that she acquitted herself well in action. 

Next year Hobart supported the invasions of Cebu Island, Philippines (March), Tarakan 

Island, Borneo (April-May), Wewak, New Guinea (May), and Brunei (June) and Balikpapan 

(July), Borneo. For 'outstanding courage, skill and initiative' in these operations, Dowling 

was awarded the Distinguished Service Order. 

Present at the Japanese surrender in Tokyo Bay on 2 September 1945, Hobart became the 

flagship of the Australian Squadron. Until February 1946 Dowling acted as flag captain and 

chief of staff to Commodore (Vice Admiral Sir) John Collins. Although ill as a result of 

wartime strain, Dowling impressed Collins as a capable officer. A period of leave restored 

Dowling's health and in May he was appointed director of naval ordnance, torpedoes and 

mines at Navy Office. While this post did not have the broad responsibilities of DCNS, he 

had to plan for the acquisition of modern weapons and the development of manufacturing 

facilities to produce them in Australia. 

Dowling was only tangentially involved in preparations for the Fleet Air Arm, but the 

purchase of the first of the new carriers offered him a great opportunity. Four RAN captain’s 

senior to him had been killed in the war; of those surviving, only JM Armstrong was in the 

running for carrier command. When Armstrong became medically unfit for sea service, 

Dowling went to England in his stead and in December 1948 commissioned HMAS Sydney. 

Provided he were successful in the ship, he was certain to be selected for flag rank. Sydney 

and her air group soon established a high level of efficiency. 

In April 1950 Dowling left Sydney with great regret and in need of rest. He was given leave 

before his appointment in June as Chief of Naval Personnel. Elevated at the same time to 

Commodore, First Class, he had much of the status of a Rear Admiral. It is likely that 

Dowling would have later received an exchange posting with the RN, had not Rear Admiral 

Harold Farncomb - who was in line to succeed Collins as chief of Naval Staff - been retired 

in 1951. Farncomb's departure made Dowling the heir apparent. 

Dowling's term in charge of personnel reinforced his interest in sailors' welfare and pay. The 

demands of the Korean War and the expansion of the RAN in a period of low unemployment 

occasioned considerable manpower problems. Dowling did his best to make the navy an 

attractive career, recruited former RN personnel and expanded the women's service. 

Appointed a Commander of the Order of the British Empire (CBE) in 1953, he attended the 
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Imperial Defence College, London, that year. On 8 July he was promoted Rear Admiral and 

in December assumed command of HMA Fleet. The Federal government introduced 

economies after hostilities ceased in Korea, and he was obliged to oversee a reduction in 

operations. Contrariwise, he had the pleasure of escorting the royal yacht, Gothic, during 

Queen Elizabeth II's tour of Australia in 1954. 

Superseding Collins as Chief of Naval Staff (CNS) on 24 February 1955, Dowling was 

promoted vice admiral and appointed a Companion of the Order of the Bath (CB) in June. 

His term of office was marked by continuous pressure on the RAN as the government curbed 

defence spending and accorded the navy the lowest priority of the three services. Collins had 

reluctantly decided to cancel new construction. Dowling struggled to retain the Fleet Air Arm 

and the aircraft carrier, HMAS Melbourne. 

With a limited capacity in the Naval Staff for assessing technological developments, Dowling 

came to rely on the advice of the British first sea lord, Earl Mountbatten, whom he admired 

and whose friendship he valued. The years 1955-59 marked the last flourish of the client 

relationship of the RAN with the RN, even though Britain was no longer able to help in 

maintaining those capabilities which Australians thought essential in their service. Alarmed 

by the expansion of the Soviet and Indonesian navies, Dowling canvassed the purchase of 

tactical nuclear weapons to provide some means of destroying large warships. 

The need for an offensive capacity of this nature and for protection against modern aircraft 

increasingly concerned the Naval Staff. Much of the groundwork was laid in Dowling's time 

for the later decision to buy American guided-missile destroyers, though he held that the 

RAN's primary contribution to the Western alliance should remain in anti-submarine warfare. 

He was one of the first to propose that the RAN be equipped with submarines and believed 

that they would be essential if the Fleet Air Arm could not be sustained. His long-held wish 

to return the RAN College from Flinders Naval Depot to Jervis Bay was realised in 1958. He 

moved his office to Canberra in 1959. 

Elevated to a Knight of the order of the British Empire (KBE) in 1957, Sir Roy anticipated 

retirement at the end of his term in 1959 but was unexpectedly offered the chairmanship of 

the Chiefs of Staff committee. Despite the position's lack of executive authority, Dowling 

accepted with enthusiasm. He was relieved as CNS on 22 March and took up the 

chairmanship next day. The office proved largely frustrating for him. Advised by 

Mountbatten, who was then chief of the Defence Staff in Britain, he attempted to achieve 

similar status and title, but the prospect of an executive head did not appeal to the services, 

nor to the Department of Defence, and Dowling's suggestion made little progress. He also 

had to preside over the decision to abandon the Fleet Air Arm - a move reversed after his 

retirement - and other defence cuts. 

Dowling retired on 28 May 1961. He remained in Canberra where he pursued an active role 

in the Anglican Church, of which he was a devout member, and served as Chairman (1962-

67) of the local division of the Australian Red Cross Society. 

In July 1962 Dowling was chosen to plan the forthcoming royal tour of Australia. He threw 

himself into the work and in March 1963 Queen Elizabeth II invested him as Knight 

Commander of the Royal Victorian Order (KCVO). In November he was appointed 

permanent Australian secretary to the Queen. Survived by his wife, two sons and three 

daughters, he died of a coronary occlusion on 15 April 1969 in Canberra Hospital and was 

cremated. 
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HAVE A LAUGH 

 

 

A woman was taking an afternoon nap. When she woke up, she told her husband, "I just dreamed 

that you gave me a pearl necklace. What do you think it means?" "You'll know tonight," he said. That 

evening, the man came home with a small package and gave it to his wife. Delighted, she opened it 

to find a book entitled "The Meaning of Dreams." 

 

An Amish husband, wife and son travel to the city on vacation. They visit a shopping mall and while 

the mother is shopping, the father and son are standing in awe in front of an elevator (having no 

idea what it is). As they watch, an elderly lady walks into the strange silver doors and the doors 

close. The father and son watch as the numbers go up, and then back down. When the doors open, a 

beautiful young woman walks out. The father leans over and whispers to the son, "Son, go get your 

mother!" 

 

Paddy and Murphy are havin' a pint in the pub, when some scuba divers come on the TV. Paddy 

says, "Murphy, why is it the deep sea divers always sit on the side of the boat with them air tanks on 

their backs, and fall backwards out of the boat?" Murphy thinks for a minute then says, "That's easy. 

It's 'cos if they fell forwards, they'd still be in the friggin boat!" 

 

One day a duck walks in a store and ask the manager if they sell grapes. The manager says, "No, we 

don't sell grapes." The duck goes home and comes back the next day and asks the same question. 

The manager says the same thing again, "No, we do not sell grapes." The duck goes home, comes 

back the next day, and asks the manager if they sell grapes. This time the manager says, "No, we 

don't sell grapes! If you ask one more time, I will nail your beak to the floor!" The duck goes home. It 

comes back the next day and asks the manager if he has any nails. The manager says, "No, I don't 

have any nails." The duck says, "Okay, good. Do you sell grapes?" 

 

A man walks into a bar and sits down. He asks the bartender, "Can I have a cigarette?" The 

bartender replies, "Sure, the cigarette machine is over there." So, he walks over to the machine and 

as he is about to order a cigarette, the machine suddenly says, "Oi, you bloody idiot." The man says 

with surprise in his voice, "That's not very nice." He returns to his bar stool without a cigarette and 

asks the bartender for some peanuts. The bartender passes the man a bowl of peanuts and the man 

hears one of the peanuts speak, "Ooh, I like your hair." The man says to the bartender, "Hey, what's 

going on here? Your cigarette machine is insulting me, and this peanut is coming on to me. Why's 

this?" The bartender replies, "Oh, that's because the machine is out of order and the peanuts are 

complementary." 

 

 

******************************** 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY – Naval disaster 

HMAS AE1 

                   
His Majesty’s Australian Submarine AE1 was launched in the yard of Vickers Ltd at Barrow-in-

Furness, England on 22 May 1913. She commissioned at Portsmouth on 28 February 1914 under the 

command of Lieutenant Commander Thomas Fleming Besant, RN. She was the first of two E Class 

submarines built for the fledgling Royal Australian Navy and was manned by Royal Navy officers with 

a mixed crew of sailors drawn from the Royal Navy and the Royal Australian Navy. 

Class E Class Displacement  726 Tonnes 

Type Submarine Length 55.17 Mtrs 

Builder Vickers England Beam 6.86 Mtrs 

Laid Down 14 November 1911 Draught 3.81 Mtrs 

Launched 22 May 1913 Crew 35 

Commissioned 28 February 1914 Machinery  2 sets 8cl Diesel engines 

Battery driven motors  

Armament 4x18in Torpedoes Horsepower 550 

Speed 15 knots (surface) 

10 knots (submerged) 

  

 

 

The axe used to ceremoniously launch both AE1 and AE2     The inscription commemorating the launch of the  

                                                                                                 RAN first submarines                                                                                                                                                                                                        

Accompanied by her sister AE2, under the command of Lieutenant Commander Henry 

Stoker, RN, AE1 departed England in March 1914, transited the Suez Canal, and reached 

Sydney on 24 May 1914. Although the submarines remained surfaced for almost all of the 

delivery voyage it was at the time the longest transit distance ever travelled by a submarine. 

At the outbreak of World War I, AE1 joined the naval forces assigned to the capture of the 

German Pacific colonies. With AE2, she took part in the operations leading to the occupation 

of German New Guinea, including the surrender of Rabaul on 13 September 1914. 
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The following day, at 7:00am the destroyer HMAS Parramatta left her night patrol ground 

off Raluana Point and proceeded at slow speed in the direction of Cape Gazelle to rendezvous 

with AE1 and conduct a patrol in St George’s Channel to the south and east of the Duke of 

York Islands. The two vessels met off Herbertshohe at 8:00am and exchanged signals before 

proceeding to Cape Gazelle where they arrived at approximately 9:00am. A further exchange 

of signals followed during which Parramatta advised AE1 that her ‘orders were to search to 

the southward with submarine and anchor off Herbertshohe at 5:30pm’. 

   
On patrol off New Britain                               Last image of AE1 9 September 1914 HMAS Yarra in background 

 

Parramatta then proceeded independently in a southerly direction while AE1 advanced in a 

north-easterly direction. The weather was hazy, and visibility was observed to be between 9 

and 10 nautical miles, at times decreasing to 5 miles. Parramatta reported that AE1 was 

obscured by the haze for some time, as was the nearest land. Given these conditions, 

Parramatta’s Commanding Officer, Lieutenant William Warren, RAN, considered it 

advisable not to lose sight of the submarine for too long. 

At 12:30 Parramatta turned to the north west and by 2:30 she was close to AE1 when the 

submarine asked by signal: ‘What is the distance of visibility?’ Parramatta responded: 

‘About 5 miles. At 3:20 the submarine was lost sight of and Parramatta altered course and 

steamed in the direction she was last seen. No sign of AE1 was found and it was considered 

that she must have steamed back to harbour without informing Parramatta. Consequently, 

Parramatta proceeded to the north-west and rounded Duke of York Island before heading to 

Credner Island, later anchoring off Herbertshohe at 7:00pm. 

By 8:00pm the submarine had not returned, and Parramatta and her sister ship HMAS Yarra 

were ordered to search for the submarine. The light cruiser HMAS Sydney, on her way to the 

west coast, also received instructions to keep a lookout and later HMA Ships Encounter and 

Warrego also joined the search together with launches from Rabaul and Herbertshohe. No 

trace of AE1 was found, not even the tell-tale shimmer of escaping oil floating on the surface 

of the water. 

The loss of AE1 with her entire complement of three officers and 32 sailors was the RAN’s 

first major tragedy and it marred an otherwise successful operation to seize the German 

colonies in New Guinea and the South Pacific. It is not known what caused AE1 to disappear 

without trace, and the first of several new searches was conducted in 1976 to establish her 

location. Until 2017 none of these had been successful. 



12 
 

In December 2017 a new search, using the vessel Fugro Equator, located the wreck of AE1 in 

300 metres of water off the Duke of York Island group. On 21 December 2017 the Australian 

Government formally announced that the exact location of the wreck would not be publicly 

disclosed. 

In April 2018, an expedition was conducted using the Research Vessel RV Petrel to perform 

a detailed Remotely Operated Vehicle (ROV) survey of the wreck of HMAS AE1. The ship's 

ROV, fitted with high-definition video and stills cameras, undertook a comprehensive, non-

invasive inspection of the submarine, revealing new information. Over 8000 digital still 

images were collected during the survey and those images have been processed to generate a 

full photogrammetric 3D model of the entire wreck. A team of experts is now analysing the 

footage to better understand what happened to AE1. 
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ROYAL AUSTRALIAN NAVY – NU SHIP 

 

HMAS Parramatta (iv) 

                
Class Anzac Class Displacement 3,600 tonnes 

Type Frigate Helicopter (FHH) Length 118 Mtrs 

Builder Tenix Defence Systems Beam 14.8 Mtrs 

Laid down 05 June 1999 Draught 4.5 Mtrs 

Launched 17 June 2000 Speed 27 knots 

Commissioned 04 October 2003 Crew 177 

Armament 

(missiles)  

 

Mk 41 Sea Sparrow 

Harpoon 

 

Machinery 1 x General Electric LM 2500 

Gas turbine engine 

2 x MTU 12v 1163 diesel engines 

Armament   

Guns 

1 5in Mk 45 Mod2 

4 50cal machine guns 

Decoy Lainchers  

Torpedoes 2xMk 32 triple launch tubes Helicopter MH – 60R Seahawk 

 

HMAS Parramatta (IV) is the fifth of eight Anzac Class Frigates built for the Royal 

Australian Navy by Tenix Marine Systems, Williamstown, Victoria. The design is based on 

the German Meko 200 frigate. 

Parramatta is a long-range frigate capable of air defence, surface and undersea warfare, 

surveillance, reconnaissance and interdiction. Anzac's combat capabilities have been 

significantly improved under the Anti-Ship Missile Defence upgrade program, a world class 

program that provides an enhanced sensor and weapons systems capability. The upgrade 

showcases Australian design and integration capability, with new Phased Array Radar 

technology designed by CEA Technologies in Canberra, upgrades to combat systems 

performed by Saab Systems in South Australia, and platform integration design by BAE 

Systems in Victoria. 

Parramatta is fitted with an advanced package of air and surface surveillance radars; omni-

directional hull mounted sonar and electronic support systems that interface with the state-of-

the-art 9LV453 Mk3E combat data system. The ship can counter simultaneous threats from 

aircraft, surface vessels and submarines. 

The ship's main armament comprises one Mark 45 capable of firing 20 rounds per minute, 

ship launched Mark 46 torpedoes and a Mark 41 vertical launch system for the Evolved Sea 

Sparrow missile. Parramatta also has eight anti-ship/land attack canister launched harpoon 

missiles. The ship's other defence systems include the Nulka active missile decoy system, 

offboard chaff and a torpedo countermeasures system. 

 

 

https://www.navy.gov.au/weapon/mark-45
https://www.navy.gov.au/weapon/mark-46
https://www.navy.gov.au/weapon/rim-162-evolved-sea-sparrow-missile
https://www.navy.gov.au/weapon/rim-162-evolved-sea-sparrow-missile
https://www.navy.gov.au/weapon/nulka-active-missile-decoy
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HMAS Parramatta, like her sister frigates HMA Ships Anzac, Arunta, Ballarat, Perth, 

Stuart, Toowoomba and Warramunga features a “combined diesel or gas” (CODOG) 

propulsion plant which enables the ship to sustain sprint speeds of greater than 27 knots and 

allows an operational range in excess of 6000 nautical miles at 18 knots. 

The ship can embark Navy’s latest multi-role Sikorsky/Lockheed Martin MH-60R Seahawk 

helicopter which has enhanced anti-submarine, anti-surface warfare and Search and Rescue 

capabilities. Embarkation of a helicopter also provides the ship with the capability to deliver 

air-launched missiles and torpedoes. 

 
 

Parramatta is the oldest ship name in the Australian Navy and is the fourth RAN ship to bear the 

name. HMAS Parramatta (I) was the first ship commissioned into the Commonwealth Naval Forces 

(later to be named the Royal Australian Navy) on 10 September 1910. HMAS Parramatta (II) served 

in World War II and was sunk by a German submarine in the Mediterranean on 27 November 1941 

with the loss of 138 lives. HMAS Parramatta (III) was a River Class Destroyer Escort that served 

between 1961 and 1991. 

 

 
 

******************************** 

 

https://www.navy.gov.au/aircraft/sikorsky-mh-60r-seahawk
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-i
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-ii
https://www.navy.gov.au/hmas-parramatta-iii
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PICTURE FUNNIES 
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NAVAL HISTORY 
Piping the Side 

The custom of 'Piping the Side' dates from the days of sail when 

ship's Captains were frequently called upon to report onboard their 

Senior Officer's Flagship at sea to receive or discuss orders. On those 

occasions when the sea state was too rough to permit the use of sea 

gangways, it was customary for a visiting captain to enter and leave 

his boat by means of a Bosun's chair rigged on a yardarm whip. The 

boat carrying a visiting captain would lay off the flagship and an order would be given to 

"Hoist him in". The captain concerned would then be hoisted out of his boat and inboard with 

the requisite orders being passed by pipes made on a Bosun's call. The present call used for 

Piping the Side has its origins with the pipe once used for "hoisting and walking away". 

Over time this practice evolved and the use of this 'pipe' transcended into a form of salute 

which is routinely practised, in varying ways, throughout many of the world's navies. 

     

 
 


