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Strengthened veterans’ health care, support to assist older veterans in paying their utilities
bills and renewed funding for services to veterans and defence force members in regional
areas feature in the Australian Government’s 2005-06 Federal Budget.

The Minister for Veterans’ Affairs, De-Anne Kelly, said the Government had increased
funding for the care of the veteran and defence force communities to more than
$10.8 billion in 2005-06, an increase of $278 million on 2004-05.

“Veterans’ Affairs funding has risen under this Government from $6.5 billion in 1996 to
more than $10.8 billion in this Budget — an average annual increase of 5.8 per cent,”
Mrs Kelly said.

“Over a decade, the Government has committed more than $86 billion in recognition of
the special needs of our veterans and war widows.”

Mrs Kelly said the 2005-06 Veterans’ Affairs Budget included $4.6 billion for health care,
an increase of $203 million on 2004-05, and $6.1 billion for compensation and income
support, up from $6 billion last year.

“This is a Government that listens to the concerns of our veterans. We have taken further
steps to secure medical services under the Gold Card, provided new financial support for
older veterans with a Gold Card and renewed our commitment to ensuring veterans and
defence force families have access to the same information in regional areas as they do
in our cities.

“These Budget measures are in addition to $325 million already committed to
strengthen Local Medical Officer and specialist medical services, as well as our election
commitments to assist pensioners and retirees in meeting utility costs and to pay a fitting
tribute to our veteran community in this 60th anniversary year of the end of World War I.

“This Budget builds on the strong support provided to the veteran and defence force
communities, including last year’s commencement of the new Military Rehabilitation and
Compensation Scheme and the Government’s response to the Clarke Review of Veterans’
Entitlements,” Mrs Kelly said. '

Veterans’ health care

The Government will strengthen medical services available to eligible Gold and White Card
holders, with increases in fees paid to anaesthetists, Local Dental Officers and a range of
allied health professionals.
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Fees for anaesthetists providing services to eligible veteran patients will increase by 20
per cent from 1 July 2005. Mrs Kelly said the initiative, at a cost of $30.4 million over
four years, would extend to anaesthetists the same fee increase for procedures provided
to other specialists. The Government will also introduce a single claim system for
anaesthetists to claim fees from the Department of Veterans’ Affairs, reducing red tape
and administration costs.

The Government will provide $30.5 million over four years to deliver annual fee increases
for Local Dental Officers who provide dental services to eligible Gold and White Card
holders. Commencing on 1 July 2005, the fee increase will be phased in each year with a
total increase of 13.6 per cent by 2008-09. This will be in addition to normal indexation.

The Government will almost triple the annual monetary limit for high cost items from $749
to $2000 a year, reducing the amount veteran patients will have to contribute for high cost
dental services such as crowns.

Fees for allied health professionals will also increase over the next four years, at a
total cost of $18.2 million. Over four years, the initiative will provide a total average
increase of 8 per cent for chiropractors, osteopaths, dieticians, occupational therapists
and physiotherapists and 30 per cent for psychologists, social workers and speech
pathologists. Mrs Kelly said the increases varied by profession, reflecting the relativity
of current fees to average industry rates.

“These initiatives add to the Government’s measures to secure general and specialist
medical services for the veteran community,” she said.

“They provide further assurance that quality medical services will continue to be available
under the veterans’ health system.”

Mrs Kelly said the Government had listened to health professionals, who had put together
a constructive case for a fee increase. ‘

Support for older veterans

Mrs Kelly said the Government had broadened its support for older members of the
veteran community, with a commitment of $27.7 million over four years to extend the
seniors concession allowance to more than 44 000 Gold Card holders who are over
veteran pension age and who do not already receive the seniors concession allowance or
the twice yearly utilities allowance.

The allowance was introduced as an election commitment to assist Commonwealth
Seniors Health Card holders with the cost of energy, rates, water and sewerage and motor
vehicle registration. The non-taxable allowance of $200 is paid in two instalments of
$100 in June and December. The annual rate of the allowance is indexed twice yearly.

“This Government previously extended the Gold Card to include veterans aged 70 or over
with qualifying service from any conflict, in recognition of their increased health needs as
they grow older,” Mrs Kelly said.
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